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Boom beyond the 'burbs -

Mar 14, 2007 04:30 AM Star P.M. now available
on mobile.

FRANCINE KOPUN
FEATURE WRITER

Don't let those condo towers
going up across Toronto fool you
- the wave of immigrants driving
population growth in Canada is
flowing through the Big Smoke to
settle in the surrounding suburbs
and cities, according to the 2006
Census.
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Growth is pushing newcomers
even farther out than ever, to
formerly sleepy little towns like
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Toronto's population growth flagged, at just under 1 per cent,
although it remains by far the largest city in the country, with 2.5

million people. Second is Montreal with 1.6 million. POWERED EY B dal jcio.us improves in Toronto
"The perception was that because of all the condominiums going up Nursing home injury
we would be having a larger population growth than .9 per cent, but probed
the fact we are on the positive side of the ledger is encouraging," MORE COVERAGE
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have a mature community with stable neighbourhoods which are g \V/V%IE:ES'TSELCI\I/?NG
really not being affected by population growth, which is good, which
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The trend is forcing urban planners and politicians to think not ? JRONTO S
simply in terms of one city and its suburbs, but in terms of a vastly more complicated network of z - -
cities and suburbs and towns that need to work together to manage new population growth.
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In fact, one-quarter of Canadians - 8.1 million people - now live in what has come to be called the
Greater Golden Horseshoe region along the western edge of Lake Ontario. It includes Toronto, - L'Oréal Fashion Week
Hamilton, Guelph, Peterborough, Barrie, Orillia, and the regions of Halton, Peel, York, Durham, . TTC plans light rail web
Waterloo and Niagara.
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Last year, the province announced plans to manage growth in the Greater Golden Horseshoe, which
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In the U.S., which enjoys one of the highest fertility rates in the developed world, 60 per cent of the
population increase was due to births outpacing deaths. Canadian women have an average of 1.5

children; in the U.S. that figure is closer to two. TheStar.com Corrections | Contact Webmaster |

FAQ | RSS | StarP.M. | Star P.M. Mobile |
Growth in Canada's big cities is taking place mostly along major highways and transportation routes, Brand New Planet
says White, of StatsCan. Toronto Star About Us | Subscribe | Subscriber Self
In Quebec, the Laurentian Autoroute, the main artery for people travelling to ski resorts in winter and Services | ContactUs | News Releases | Star
cottage country in summer, is now choked with commuters during the week. In B.C., the SkyTrain  [nternships | Careers at the Star
has fuelled population growth in municipalities like Surrey. Advertise With Us Media Kit | Online Advertising |
Here in the Golden Horseshoe, populations are booming in communities along the 400-series Print Advertising | Special Sections
highways and Yonge St. Initiatives Santa Claus Fund | Fresh Air Fund |

Classroom Connections
Strong growth brings with it good and bad news for residents like Donna Danielli, a Halton district

school board trustee with a business in Milton.
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The increase in population has been great for traffic in her appliance store. n dieiea1® Copyright Toronto Star online since 1996
torstardigita

But growth took place so quickly that schools had to scramble to make sure there were desks for Privacy Code | Site Map
every student in September.

In Barrie, the Royal Victoria Hospital is seeking funding for an expansion.

About 5,000 people have been moving to the city each year for the past 10 years, says Jim Taylor,
director of planning for the city.

"Barrie has all but run out of land," says Taylor.

Doug Norris, chief demographer for Environics Analytics, says there is no cause for concern in the fact
that Toronto's growth was .9 per cent.

"It would be very difficult for Toronto, the way it's developed, the way it's built up, to have growth of
5 or 10 per cent these days," he said.

Pantalone said increases in the population living outside the city is good news.

"When you talk about Toronto, you have to remember the city of Toronto is the heart of the organism
that is the GTA. The success of areas around the city of Toronto is Toronto's success as well."

SPECIALS

Blair takes on slaying Jolie meets adopted son A Finger Lakes letter

More special reports

Great home delivery subscription deals here!

http://www.thestar.com/article/191610



